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Difference Between Prisons and Jails
Prisons and jails all together contribute to the administration of the correctional services in the criminal justice department. This does not mean that the two things are the same. However, there are certain differences that make jails or prisons uniquely identified form each other. The differences are based on their functions and roles. Prisons are regarded as incarceration facilities that are managed and run by the State or Federal government. Unlike jails, prisons are used for long-term confinement of offenders. Jails are management and ran by the local governments. Prisons are used to confine offenders who have been convicted of serious crimes such as felony, violent crimes, and organized crimes. as Deitch (2010) explains, prisons are used to prevent and control crime by ensuring that those who have gone against the law and norms of the society are removed from the society as well as given the right punishment for their crimes. 

Unlike prisons, jails are used to temporarily hold offenders waiting to be charged. Jails are smaller and managed by the local government. Some of the functions and roles of jails include holding offenders who have violated their probation or parole provisions, temporarily hold offenders who have been convicted of crime but the prisons are not accepting new inmates when the prisons are overcrowded, holds intoxicated people like the drunkard for overnight to enable them sober up and lastly, hold juvenile offenders who await to be transferred to the juvenile prisons (HG.Org, 2018). Jails are very important in the corrections system because they help in decongesting the prisons. For example, instead of taking those who have violated their parole or probation to prisons, they are left to serve in jails. In the criminal justice system as a whole, jails ensure that offenders do not walk away even if there is no space in the prisons yet. Jails facilitate the work of the criminal justice system to ensure that offenders or perpetrators of crime are arrested and convicted for their crimes.
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